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Cherishing Education 
Dear students-learners,                                                                                   
welcome back in school and I hope we can also have a good time, too. 
Remember we have been spared a reform in education-laws that was a 
terror story. So, instead of wasting time doing useless documents, I can be 
writing this letter in order to ask you to work during the lessons helping 
us  change methodology in the classroom, from traditional to CLIL.        
So, please, we can devote this session to read carefully the following 
information about educative issues. 

Best regards from Ester. 
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CLIL is an acronym 
Content and Language Integrated Learning 

As part of the bilingual program, you are studying some 
subjects in a foreign language. 

Ideally, teachers plan the lessons together, the lessons of the 
subjects (music, math, science, history or PE) are planned so 
that you can read and learn about the different topics because 
in language lessons you are practising the vocabulary and 
grammar you need when you need it.                                         
And we are talking about real formal English you will need for 
academic purposes. 

This necessarily means a change in the traditional English 
language curriculum,  

‣ in the linear order of the elements of language, reviewed and 
practiced in the same sequence every year 

‣ in the teenager-contents of the lessons from the books, and 
how to edit the books we are still  using from the tradition 

‣ in the contents of the reading-writing tasks which should be 
related to the type of answers you have to give in other tests  

etc. 

And you also have to be part of this process of change, paying 
attention to the suggested activities, and at first, some of you 
may not understand what we are doing or why or what for…. 
because in our lessons,, we traditionally have to  

‣ do the lessons in book and workbook with all the extras 

‣ play and listen and talk with the assistant 

‣ do many many tests 

‣ presentations and videos 

‣ this year, some of you, prepare for the “inmersión 
lingüística” … 

but all this has to change, get simpler and for the better! 

Now you will work in teams and pairs and you will make 
suggestions, have responsibilities, express yourselves more 
often and take part in projects.  

So, you can see that you have to get involved: your most 
important tool will be your note-book  and your mail-inbox. 
And respect, the utmost requirement and goal.  The session 
finishes when you read or hear the words: “class dismissed”.                                   
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inmersión 
lingüística 

a week in the sierra 

Salduero - Soria

Trabajo en grupo sobre 
temas y en proyectos. 

Tema inicio:    
Biodiversidad y entorno. 

Práctica de destrezas 
oral-comunicativas para 
hablar en público 
presentando un resultado 

Aprendizaje también para  
profesoras acompañantes 

Difusión en el centro. 
Metodología CLIL 
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USUAL CLIL EXERCISES, a first impression. 

1- Lesson start. Start from Students. Activate previous knowledge about the topic you are going to 
study in Science. Practice the vocabulary and grammar you will need for the topi.  *Remember 
that we can sometimes make things clear in Spanish but you have to always try to speak English, 
that´s the main rule.  

2- Text attack. When reading a text or initiating a Science Unit, you will be doing exercises such 
as: 

3- Work first individually reading and later work in teams. The good thing is that each team reads 
only a part of the test. And then, we will concentrate on the third-column-words. You will write 
the words on a strip of paper only the ones you can´t understand, and then we will start a whole 
class activity, each group saying a word, in turns. We will learn the meaning, according to context 
and its collocations. Each group has a speaker (spokesperson) which will change in turns. 

Here, you have to take notes, draw diagrams, use colours…. Decorate your notebook, always! This 
is what I mean when I say that you must get involved: you have to do this formal work as well. 

4- Reflection 

Sometimes, a task must be finished at home. However, I will try not to overload your busy 
agenda, that´s why I asked you to pay attention and take part during lessons, very important. 

You will have to write about your learning experience, reflecting on the individual ways to learn. 

With different texts, you will do different tasks progressing from understanding vocabulary to 
understanding the text, summarising  its main contents and expressing an opinion or disagreeing. 

I will have to find different checking criteria, too, some of them having to do with:  

‣ working during the lessons and sending final versions  

‣ different tests       

and remember that we will be sharing information with the language assistant and the subject- 
teacher. 
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You will be able to read about any theme if you learn vocabulary in a logical way. 

After reading the text you have to gather the words that go together like in the “Happy Families”-
card game. You can suggest the headwords that can be simple such as  School vocabulary (class, 
lesson, book…) or more complex if your focus is on Education (task, criteria, assistant…). 

Or you can aim at grammar categories (verbs, prefixes…) or collocations and chunks: 
(pay attention, take part, take /make notes, do a task, don´t make noise). This is 
more importan for you now because the texts you have to read and understand in 
science and the other subjects are made of these chunks, pieces of language that 
always go together. This will help you understand spoken language too. 

Remember to collect synonyms and contraries, so you will avoid repetition in your 
writing tasks. Always add more words in order to get good topic pages. 

When you give your answers in turn, the teacher writes down your partial answers and a graphic 
organiser is completed on the white-board.  

OK, that´s all for now: now enjoy the privilege we have to be back in school again. 
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